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Reports of significant differences to depths for a given area, particularly to the controlling depth, and any 
newly discovered dangers to surface or sub-surface navigation, shall be passed within 24 hours to the MCA 
Hydrography and Receiver of Wrecks teams, and to the UKHO using the “Hydrographic Note” (H102) form.
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*The largest scale chart shows the maximum possible detail for the area. (eg: 1:25000 scale is larger than 

1:50000 scale). A Band 5 ENC is larger scale than a Band 1 ENC)
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•

•

Important:

• The UKHO does not require H102’s for depths and wrecks which are deeper than charted. 

• All new wrecks must be reported by H102, including non-dangerous wrecks.

• In high-risk areas with minimum under-keel clearance, any shoaling of critical or controlling depths must

     be reported by H102 (eg: within Deep Water Routes and Traffic Separation Schemes).

• Contours should not be included on H102. Spot depths and positions only.

• IF IN DOUBT REPORT IT.
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Depth Range Depth Difference for NM action

Drying heights and 0-10m ≥0.5m less than charted (0.3m at berths)

10-31m ≥1m less than charted

31-200m ≥5% less than charted

200-800m ≥10% less than charted

•

.



11m depth is in depth 
range 10-31m 

Difference in depth is 1m (at least 1m 
less). Charted depth is 12m so H102 is 
required.

.

Important: the most significant shoal depths which need to be reported may 
not be located directly over the charted depths. When the guidance advises to 
report “depths less than charted”, consider the shoalest depth in the vicinity of 
the charted depths, not necessarily the survey depth in the same position as 
the charted depth.



Key

Easterly migration of 
5m contour

Easterly migration of 
10m contour

The position of the 8.3m 

shoalest depth should 

be given in this case to 

show the migration of 

the 10m contour. The 

digital contour should 

only used as a guide to 

identify the shoaler 

depths.

The 9.5m depth could 

also be included to 

show more of the 

extent of the change to 

the 10m contour.

Note that in this example there are three existing charted 

shoals of less than 5m along the limit of the digitised 5m 

contour (arrowed in yellow). Therefore, additional depths 

would not be necessary to show the contour limit unless 

shoaler than charted. It is useful though to add additional 

shoal depths such as the 2.4m depth to show the extent of 

the change.

2.4m depth (5.9m 

charted)



*Please note that this method can only be used in the event of multiple depths in a localised area which meet 
the NM criteria to avoid listing long lists of depths on the H102. In all other cases the depths and positions 
should be given on the H102 as usual.



Fixed and Floating Aids 
to Navigation

The positions and characteristics of fixed and floating Aids to Navigation in the survey area 
do not need to be reported if they are as charted. However, if navigationally significant 
differences between physical features and their depiction on the current Admiralty nautical 
charts and publications are identified, then this should be immediately reported to the local 
port and lighthouse authorities using the H102 form. The local maritime authority (MCA in 
the UK) and UKHO should be copied in to all correspondence of this kind.

Leading Lines and Tracks
The leading lines and recommended tracks along channels and into harbours and 
anchorages marked by lights or fixed daymarks must be very carefully examined. If 
navigationally significant differences between physical features and their depictions on the 
current Admiralty nautical charts and publications are identified, then this should be 
immediately reported to the local port and lighthouse authorities using the H102 form. The 
local maritime authority (MCA in the UK) and UKHO should be copied in to all 
correspondence of this type.
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H102 Example (continued)

Use additional space 

for comments or 

recommendations



•

•

•

•

•

•

•



9.4m new controlling 
depth should be reported 
by H102. (Least charted 
depth in Holm Channel is 
10.4m).

Key

North-west migration of sediment 
affects the limit of the 10m contour.

Direction of traffic*

.



In this example the 25.8m
depth should be reported 
by H102 as it is the new 
controlling depth in the
Deep Water TSS. 



5.9m 
depth outside 
the 20m 
contour.

8.8m depth outside the 
10m contour.



(Least depth change over bank example here)

-2.1m drying height
to be submitted by H102. 
(Highest charted drying height -1.5m)

-2.2m drying height
to be submitted by H102. (Highest 
charted drying height -1.4m)

0m depth to be 
submitted by H102.



2.7m depth

2.5m depth

5.4m depth



Depth 5.2m (6m 
charted)

Depth 6.5m 
(near 10m 
contour)

Depth 5.5m 
(6.2m charted)

Depth 9.1m 
(9.6m charted)

Depth 7.5m 
(8.5m charted)

Depth 6m 
(7m charted)

Depth 5.9m 
(6.4m charted)

Depth 7.5m 
(8.1m charted)

Depth 8.8m 
(9.4m charted)



(Depths on leading lines here)

Leading Line

7.2m depth 
(7.6m charted) 

12.1m depth 
(12.9m charted)



  



 

  



 

  

Leading 
Line

Lights in 
line



 

  

Continual Improvement Summary

:

Extract from NP5011: Symbols and Abbreviations Used on Admiralty Charts. 

 



 

  

Extract from NP5011: Symbols and Abbreviations Used on Admiralty Charts. 

Extract from NP5011: Symbols and Abbreviations Used on Admiralty Charts. 
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